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Shakspcarc; so I have reasons enough against mentioning him, were reasons ncccssaiy. There should be reasons for it.' I spoke of Mrs. Montague's very high praises of Gar-rick'. JOIIKSOX. ' Sir, it is fit she should say so much, and
kiin dormant for many years before the appearance of Mr. Garrick? Did he not exhibit the most excellent of them frequently for thirty yc.irs together, and render them extremely popular by his own inimitable performance ?'    He undoubtedly did.    But Dr. Johnson's assertion has been misunderstood.   Knowing as well as the objectors what .has been just stated, he must necessarily have meant, that 'Mr. Gar-rick did not as a crttick make Shakspeare better known; he did not illustrate any ono.-passage in -any of his plays by acuteness of disquisition, or sagacity of conjecture :' and what had been done with any degree of excellence in that way was the proper and immediate subject of his preface.    I may add in support of this explanation the following anecdote, related to me by one of the ablest commentators on Shakspeare, who knew much of Dr. Johnson: ' Now I have quitted the theatre,' cries Garrick,' I will sit down and read Shakspeare.'  ' Tis time you should,' exclaimed Johnson, 'for I much doubt if you ever examined one of his plays from the first scene to the last.'   BOSWELL. According to Davies (Life of Garrick, i. 120) during the twenty years' management of Drury Lane by Booth, Wilks and Gibber (about 1712-1732) not more than eight or nine of Shakspeare's plays were acted, whereas Garrick  annually gave the public seventeen or eighteen. Romeo and "Juliet had lain neglected near So years, when in 1748-9 Garrick brought it out, or rather a hash of it.    ' Otway had made some alteration in  the catastrophe, which Mr. Garrick greatly improved by the addition of a scene, which was written with a spirit not \inworthy of Shakespeare himself.'   Il>. p. raj.    Murphy (Lift- of Garrick, p. 100), writing of this alteration, says:—'The catastrophe, as it now stands, is the most affecting in the whole compass of the drama.' Davies says (p. 20) that shortly before Garrick's time 'a taste for Shakespeare had been revived.    The ladies had formed themselves into a society under the title of The Shakespeare Club.   They bespoke every week some favourite play of his.'   This revival was shown in the increasing number of readers of Shakespeare.   It was in 1741 that Garrick began to act.    In the previous sixteen years there had been published four editions of Pope's Shakespeare and two of Theobald's. In the next ten years were published five editions of Hanmer's Sliakc-spcare, and two of Warburton's, besides Johnson's Observations on Macbeth.    Lowndes's Bibl. Man, ed, 1871, p. 2270.
1 In her foolish Essay on Shakespeare, p. 15.   See ante, ii. 101.
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